PREFACE                                  vn
Mr. James Macready Chute, of the Prince's Theatre, Bristol ; to the editor of the Bath Chronicle ; to Mr. J. Evans of Manchester, and Mr. E. R. Dibdin of Liverpool, who were good enough to make some researches on my behalf into the early history of Macready's parents ; to Mr. Sketchley of the Dyce and Forster Libraries ; and last, not least, to the ever-obliging officials of the British Museum Library.